
Possible Legislative Priorities – Iowa Mental Health Planning Council 

Iowa ACES – Caregiver and Maternal health 
1.  Extend Medicaid coverage from 2 months to 12 months 
2.  Increase access to evidence-based (prenatal) home visiting programs 
3.  Expand access to paid leave benefits 
 
MHDS Commission 
1.  Expand incentives to train, recruit and retain all levels of the mental health workforce including pay,  
     benefits, loan forgiveness repayment grants and fellowships.  
2.  Require insurance companies to enforce mental health parity. 
3.  Include children with ID, DD and Brain Injury to an integrated service system with the Children’s  
     Behavioral Health System for mental health and substance abuse and adjust the Regions’ funding to  
     reflect the additional populations.  
4.  Increase maximum cash carryover for regions from a maximum of 5% fund balance to an 18% fund  
     balance. 
5.  Develop a data infrastructure to reveal outcomes and the effectiveness of evidence-based practices  
     and other promising practices. 
 
OIL (Older Iowans Legislature) 
1.  Improve nursing home care 

• Appropriations should be tied to outcomes and direct a portion to workforce challenges 
• Inadequate workforce – need incentives to recruit and retain – more training needed and wages and 

benefits need to be improved. 
• Agencies in charge of oversight need enhanced enforcement powers 

2. Support passage of SF348 – Guardianship and Conservatorship bill 
3. Using lottery proceeds to support the Iowa Return to Community program 
4. Workforce improvements 

• Enacting a dementia specialist program 
• Fund a training package on mental health for direct caregivers 
• Fund a training package on dementia for direct caregivers 
• Increase wages for direct caregivers 
• Have the state provide a group healthcare plan, a group disability insurance plan and an individual 

retirement account for direct caregivers beyond their hourly wage.  Some funding could come from 
nursing home appropriations 

• Establish a career ladder in the direct caregiver field.     
 
Hope Harbor   

• Training on substance abuse issues in the elderly 
• Locations where SA and MH could both be treated in the elderly 
• Training on positive behavioral supports 
• Upon completing training, a hotline for caregivers to call when problem solving is needed 
• Training with Teepa Snow (occupational therapist expert in dementia care) 
• Case managers/navigators to assist families with finances and regulations 

OCTF 
• Increasing reimbursement to direct service providers 
• Reform of the HCBS waivers 
• Continued authorization of telehealth 
 



 
Dr. Jerome Greenfield 

• Re-entry specialists to assist with discharge planning (need to lower census of prisons) 
• More apprenticeship programs so people have a skill(s) upon leaving DOC 
• Nursing homes for incarcerated persons with dementia (275 people) under control of DOC to guarantee 

quality of care 
• Implementation of BOLD Act by IDPH - BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer's Act | CDC 

o Establish Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias Public Health Centers of Excellence 
o Provide Funds to Support Public Health Departments 
o Increase Data Analysis and Timely Reporting 
o The activities outlined in BOLD are designed to create a uniform national public health 

infrastructure with a focus on issues such as increasing early detection and diagnosis, risk 
reduction, prevention of avoidable hospitalizations, and supporting dementia caregiving. 

o Iowa has received a core capacity grant 
 
CAMHI4Kids 
1.  Enhance Medicaid funding and programs to assist with recruitment and retention in the workforce. 
2.  Continue to grow and support early intervention strategies 
Please note:  there is a wait list for PMICs, youth homeless shelters are at capacity 
 
Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC) 
 
 
 
 
Articles which may be of interest regarding legislative priorities: 
Article:  Seniors home health care crisis deepened by covid labor shortage - The Washington Post 

Webinar:  Addressing the Needs of People with Brain Injuries in the Justice System - CSG Justice Center - CSG 
Justice Center 
 

Feds object to sale of nursing home chain, citing $1 million owed to taxpayers - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Owing $1 million in fines, bankrupt nursing home chain prepped for sale - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Bank tells judge that Iowa nursing home residents are in a 'precarious position' - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Three Iowa nursing homes to close with owner owing taxpayers $2.1 million - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

State investigates 15 complaints against Sioux City nursing home, proposes fines - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Iowa agrees to treat $4 million owed to taxpayers as a 'lower priority' - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Six Iowa nursing homes run by one company are fined for abuse and neglect - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Cedar Rapids care facility cited for untrained workers, resident abuse - Iowa Capital Dispatch 
 

Assisted-living worker charged with murder will stand trial in March - Iowa Capital Dispatch 

https://www.cdc.gov/aging/bold/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/09/25/seniors-home-health-care/?utm_campaign=wp_todays_headlines&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_headlines&carta-url=https%3A%2F%2Fs2.washingtonpost.com%2Fcar-ln-tr%2F3807cfd%2F63317837f3d9003c58f2ea81%2F596d48d8ade4e207d29553e0%2F18%2F61%2F63317837f3d9003c58f2ea81&wp_cu=b3c9b53b19df411ed2679b9d310dd77c%7CC0D495622EF812DDE0430100007FA4B0
https://csgjusticecenter.org/events/addressing-the-needs-of-people-with-brain-injuries-in-the-justice-system/?mc_cid=32a7322159&mc_eid=8e60d646c9
https://csgjusticecenter.org/events/addressing-the-needs-of-people-with-brain-injuries-in-the-justice-system/?mc_cid=32a7322159&mc_eid=8e60d646c9
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/10/11/feds-object-to-sale-of-nursing-home-chain-citing-1-million-owed-to-taxpayers/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c095fb2a-cae4-48aa-9507-ab0c84dce996
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/03/02/owing-1-million-in-fines-bankrupt-nursing-home-chain-prepped-for-sale/
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/09/21/bank-tells-judge-that-iowa-nursing-home-residents-are-in-a-precarious-position/
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/07/21/three-iowa-nursing-homes-to-close-with-owner-owing-taxpayers-2-1-million/
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/10/24/state-investigates-15-complaints-against-sioux-city-nursing-home-proposes-fines/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=f0cec4d2-66a6-44c6-82dc-4d2c2d3130aa
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/10/31/iowa-agrees-to-treat-4-million-owed-to-taxpayers-as-a-lower-priority/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=2b5224af-9168-4f82-97a8-1c8674e1f1c1
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/11/03/six-iowa-nursing-homes-run-by-one-company-are-fined-for-abuse-and-neglect/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=79889d50-300f-4956-aa53-a218ca90fde7
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2022/11/11/cedar-rapids-care-facility-cited-for-untrained-workers-resident-abuse/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=7e7488d7-00fe-4193-b9e3-938ae62ab818
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/assisted-living-worker-charged-with-murder-will-stand-trial-in-march/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=7e7488d7-00fe-4193-b9e3-938ae62ab818

