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Working on solutions

Age-friendly 
practices

Pipeline of 
professionals

Visibility and 
engagement

Diverse 
partnerships

Sustainable 
resources

Csomay Center

STRATEGIC PLAN 2022-2027



Interdisciplinary Leadership

Harleah Buck, PhD, RN, FPCN, 
FAHA, FAAN, Director, Csomay 
Center

Keela Herr, PhD, RN, FAAN, 
AGSF, Co-Director, Csomay 
Center

Kathleen Buckwalter, PhD, RN, FAAN, 
Professor Emeritus, University of Iowa 
College of Nursing

Larry Newman, DNP, RN, 
AGPCNP-BC, Director of the 
Primary Care AGNP Program, 
College of Nursing

Ryan Carnahan, PharmD, MS, 
BCPP, Professor, Director of 
Graduate Studies, College of 
Public Health

Dayna Ballantyne, MSW,
University of Iowa Center for 
Advancement, Director of 
Development, College of Nursing

Kathryn Machovsky, Ed.D, 
Exec Dir of Comms, Alumni 
and External Relations

Wen Liu, PhD, RN,
Associate Professor, College of 
Nursing

Leonard A. Sandler, BS, JD,
Clinical Professor of Law, 
College of Law

Amy Colbert, PhD, Professor 
of Management and 
Entrepreneurship
Tippie College of Business



Developing Future Leaders

Juliana de Souza Talarico, PhD, RN, 
Associate Professor, University of Iowa 
College of Nursing; Director, Csomay
Community of Scholars

Sato Ashida, PhD, Associate 
Professor, Dept of Community and 
Behavioral Health, College of 
Public Health

Nicholas Butler, MD, MBA,
Clinical Associate Professor of Family 
Medicine, University of Iowa Health Care, 
Carver College of Medicine

Nadia Sabbagh Steinberg, MSW, PhD, 
Lecturer; Coordinator for Aging and 
Longevity Studies Program, University 
of Iowa School of Social Work

Evelynn Stephens
Administrative Services 
Coordinator, College of Nursing

Csomay Center
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Strategic Plan: https://csomaycenter.uiowa.edu/about-us/22-27-strategic-plan
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Annual Report
2021-2022

UI 
Research



Annual Report
2021-2022

Science of 
Aging Central 

Hub



Annual Report
2021-2022

Palliative Care 
Incubator



Resources for Clinicians, Older adults & 
Caregivers

Provides quality pain 
resources and tools 
to clinicians, older 
adults, and family 
caregivers

The Marilynn H. Bowers Dementia Education and Outreach Fund supports the development and continuance of the 
GeriatricPain.org’s caregiver section



Building Partnerships across Iowa



Csomay Partners
• Iowa Neuroscience Institute – UI Carver College of 

Medicine

• Iowa Veterans Home

• Midwest Nursing Research Society – Gero Research 
Interest Group

• Milestones Area Agency on Aging

• Oaknoll Retirement Residence

• UI Research Development Office (RDO)

• University of Iowa

• UI Center for Advancement

• Western Homes Communities

• AARP Iowa

• Aging and Longevity Studies Program – UI School of Social 
Work

• Alzheimer’s Association Iowa

• Estate Planning Clinic – UI College of Law

• Injury Prevention Research Center – UI College of Public 
Health

• Institute on Guardianship and Conservatorship – UI College of 
Law

• Iowa Center for Research by Undergraduates (ICRU)

• Iowa Department on Aging

• Iowa Geriatric Education Center/Geriatric Workforce 
Enhancement Program

• Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities



On July 22, 2022, The University of 
Iowa Center for Advancement 
announced that J.D. and Jill 
Thoreson of Mason City, Iowa, had 
pledged $500,000 to establish the 
JD and Jill Thoreson Optimal 
Aging Initiative Fund.
J.D. Thoreson, M.D., is a retired 
gastroenterology physician who 
has served Mason City for 
decades. Jill Thoreson is a retired 
speech pathologist who, in addition 
to teaching, has spent years as a 
caregiver for aging loved ones.

Thoreson Initiative 



• Website: CsomayCenter.uiowa.edu

• Csomay Coordinator: Samantha-Wittrock@uiowa.edu

• Csomay Director: Harleah-Buck@uiowa.edu

• Follow us on:
Facebook: Iowa.csomay.ctr

Twitter: IowaCsomay

Instagram: iowacsomay

• Join our listserv:

Contact: Csomay-center@uiowa.edu

Contact
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