
The Iowa Developmental Disabilities Council will work to create change with and for persons with 
developmental disabilities so they can live, work, learn, and play in the community of their choosing.
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What does the Iowa DD Council do? 

• The Iowa DD Council receives money from the federal 
government – Administration on Community Living 

• With that money, we advocate for services and supports 
so that Iowans with disabilities can have a better life! 

• We also help people with disabilities be their own  
ADVOCATE! 
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The Developmental Disability (DD) 
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act

• The DD Act of 2000 Public Law 106-402 established a set of programs to 
improve the lives of people with developmental disabilities through 
capacity building and systems change, advocacy and the enforcement 
and protection of civil rights

• These programs are the state DD Councils, Disability Rights Centers 
(Disability Rights Iowa), and the University Centers for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (Center for Disabilities and Development). 

These are sometimes called the DD Network.
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The Developmental Disability (DD) 
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act

Congress finds that disability is a natural part of the human 
experience that does not diminish the right of individuals 
with disabilities to: 

• Live independently

• Have control and choice over their own lives

• Fully participate in and contribute to their 
communities 
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Who are we?

The Iowa DD Council is a group of volunteers 
dedicated to creating change.

• 24 members appointed by the governor 

• 60% people with disabilities or family 
members

• People who work for the state government

o DRI, CDD, Dept. Education, Dept. Aging, Child Health 
Specialists Clinics, VR, IME,  County/local reps, Providers



Keeping Advocates Informed! 
Resources for civic and political participation for people with 
disabilities and their family members 

https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/infonet

https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/infonet
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https://irp.cdn-website.com/dc8e72bb/files/uploaded/Iowa%20DD%20Council%20Legislative%20Agenda%202023.pdf


ADVOCACY AT THE CAPITOL
Putting Self-Advocacy into Practice

. 
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DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH 
PROCLAMATION 
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Aaron’s Story
“I think my time during the 
Youth Leadership Academy 
helped me in a way that I 

can support the Iowa 
legislature, and being a 

leader helped me to meet 
new people not only to talk 
about my inspiring disability 

story, but also to be social 
whenever I avoid my 

anxiety.”
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Direct Support Professionals (DSPs)

https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/DSP-information
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Robert’s Advocacy Story 

https://youtube.com/shorts/
LhXaR7mB3nk?feature=share

https://youtube.com/shorts/LhXaR7mB3nk?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/LhXaR7mB3nk?feature=share
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Iowa DD Council Staff

Brooke Lovelace 
Executive Director

Carlyn Crowe
Public Policy Manager

Lindsay Hommer
Administrative Assistant
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