
SYPHILIS TITER GUIDE

Low titers may also be 
indicative of previous 
treatment or a history 
of congenital syphilis.

The point at which a titer peaks 
and begins to drop varies from 

person to person.

Titers

Inoculation Point

1:???

For more information or any questions, please contact: 
STI Program, Bureau of HIV, STI, and Hepatitis, Iowa HHS | Phone: 515-281-3031 | Fax: 515-725-1278

CONFIRMATORY TESTS*

• TPPA 
Reactive within ≈2 wks of 
primary lesion onset.

• IgG-IgM

• Tpallidum Ab

• FTA-ABS 
Will be reactive ≈3 days 
after a primary lesion 
appears.

• EIA

• CIA

*These tests will remain 
positive even after treatment.
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NOTE: Titers cannot be used as the sole factor for determining disease stage, source/spread, or duration of infection. Titers may be 
atypical if a patient had prior syphilis infections, has taken incidental treatment, has a history of substance use, or is living with HIV.
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