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Overview of the Child and Adolescent Level of 
Care/Service Intensity Utilization System
(CALOCUS-CASII)

Scoring tool used to rate the level of intensity of 
services needed by a child with behavioral health 
conditions. 

Providers give scores across six dimensions.
The sum of the scores corresponds to one of six 

different service intensity levels



Six Dimensions

1. Risk of Harm

2. Functional Status

3. Co-Occurrence of Conditions: Developmental, Medical, 
Substance Use, Psychiatric

4. Recovery Environment

5. Resiliency and/or Response to Services

6. Involvement in Services 



Level of Service Intensity Utilization 
Criteria

Level 0: Basic Services

Level 1: Recovery Maintenance and Health Management

Level 2: Outpatient Services

Level 3 Intensive Outpatient Services

Level 4: Intensive Integrated Services without 24-Hour Psychiatric 
Monitoring

Level : Non-secure 24-Hour Services with Psychiatric Monitoring

Level 6: Secure 24-Hour Services with Psychiatric Management



Excerpt from CASII:

CASII Link

https://www.transformationsllc.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CASII-Manual-4.1-Rev-10.18-TOC-LINKS-NEW-APPENDICES.pdf


Training and Qualifications

► Training
► A 6- hour optional training is available through 

American Academy of Adolescent Psychiatry.
► Training can be completed in-person or online.
► Additional trainings support the corresponding tools 

for other ages.

► Qualifications
► Does not appear to require advanced credentials 

such as a Masters.



Implementation Considerations

 Designed for children aged 6 – 18, with a 
corresponding instrument for ages 0 – 5 and over 18.

 Requires states to customize for state context.

 Developer does not have a system that states use to 
enter data.

 Takes about 30 minutes to complete.

 Requires a 6-hour training.



Montana

Providers conduct the assessment to determine eligibility 
for several programs including Home Support Services, 
Comprehensive School and Community Treatment.

Providers use results to create a treatment plan and 
conduct a reassessment every 90 days.

Providers update treatment plans based on changes.



CANS CAFAS CALOCUS-CASII

Focus of measures Level of need,
level of strength

Level of impairment Level of service intensity

Age range 6 – 20 3 – 19 (if two versions are 
used)

All ages (if multiple 
versions are used)

Training and 
qualifications

Requires annual training 
and certification

Requires review of a self 
training manual

Training is available but 
does not appear to be 
required

Time required ~ One hour ~ 10 minutes ~ 30 minutes

Prepackaged data 
software

No Yes No

Cost Free assessment, 
cost for training

Cost per assessment, 
free training,
annual software fee

Free assessment, cost 
for optional training 
and print manuals

Adaptation 
and customization

Requires selecting from 
a bank of options and 
customizing for state 
needs

Can be used “off the 
shelf”

Requires customization



Discussion: What else do we need to 
explore before the committee can propose 
a recommendation?

► Comparision of topics they cover 

► Cost info

► Feedback from other states (social validity, 

connection to treatment planning, outcomes 

info, etc.)



Public Comment
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