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Learning Outcomes

e Understand the stages of typical language acquisition

e Recognize common signs of language delay

e Apply strategies from bilingual language acquisition to
support language development in DHH children
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Clarifying Terminology

Language

A complex
system of
communication
used by groups
of people that
shapes
thought- tied to

specific areas
of the brain

Modality

The manner in
which language
is expressed
(i.e. sign,
speech, print,
touch)

Communication

The act of
conveying
intentions to
another
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How Bimodal Bilingualism Works

*English
Spoken

IIII\ Word

English

Print
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0-11 Months 8-20 Months 16-26 Months  Effects of Delay

Concentrates on ® An inability to

Responds to affect
Responds to own
name
Understands
common words
Communicates in
a variety of ways
(crying, cooing,
smiling)

Can point to
objects and express
wants/needs
“Babbling”

Makes eye contact
Initiates
interaction with
adults

most interesting
thing(s) in
environment
Easily distracted by
language around
them

Can answer simple
wh-questions
Understands more
language than they
can produce
Understands that
things have names
Uses words to
communicate
Makes up their own
words

arrange a narrative
in sequential order
Inability to
organize facts into
cause & effect
relations

Inability to explain
» Or “how”
Lack of awareness
of the
conversational
partner’s need for
context-
assumption that
the partner “knows

what’s meant”
Gulari, 2018

Language
Acquisition
and the
Effects of
Delayed
Exposure
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Social Communication Skills — The Pragmatics Checklis
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https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/PRAGMATICS-CHECKLIST.pdf

Theory of Mind

Understanding
Self and
Others’ Mental
States

Representation
of Mental
States

Language and

Experience

7 know what you'rg

“thinking
C
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Tips for Parents

Engage attention before and while using
language

Use language intentionally

Use language in context with visual and other
experiential cues

Be patient! Remember that language
development will proceed in phases
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Tips for Parents

Label everything- with print, sign, speech...
Sign on materials to connect visuals to signs

Support language attempts by modeling
accurate production and grammar

Model asking and answering questions

Have high expectations!
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