DD Council Legislative Update for February 25 2026
This info is from the DD Council’s “Infonet” site on “this week at the capitol”
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/this-week-at-the-capitol
https://www.iowaddcouncil.org/bill-tracker 

The Iowa DD Council’s “Capitol Advocacy Days” and “Let Us Work” campaign were very active this Session. 
On 2/3, students from the University of Iowa REACH Program advocated with legislators on the need for grants so more Iowans with disabilities can attend comprehensive transition post-secondary (CTP) programs like UIREACH. They also educated lawmakers about ways to reduce barriers to employment. 
On 2/4 Iowa Council of the United Blind members talked to legislators about… 
*the accessible prescription labeling bill
*accessible absentee voting 
*the benefits of the “Work Without Worry” bill 
*support for the Iowa Department for the Blind


DISABILITY FOCUSED BILLS CLEAR FIRST DEADLINE 

The Iowa Legislature has now passed its first deadline, called the “first funnel.” This deadline narrows the list of bills that stay alive.  There are more bills than ever this year.  Each bill has a floor manager. The floor manager is the legislator who leads debate on the bill and explains it to other legislators.

HF 2250: Allows Iowa Tuition Grants to be used to help pay for Comprehensive Transition and Post-secondary (CTP) programs, which have great success in preparing young adults with disabilities for employment and independent living. Rep. Chad Ingels (R-Fayette), who has two adult children with disabilities, is the floor manager

HF 2476: Broadens the current law letting people choose to have their autism diagnosis put on their driver’s license. This changes it to a “non-apparent disability” marking, so it is more inclusive of all disabilities. Rep. Elizabeth Wilson (D-Linn) is the bill’s sponsor and floor manager.

SSB 3140: Makes it harder for people to get and keep public assistance programs by requiring additional information to be submitted to meet work requirements and verify citizenship, including getting food assistance (SNAP) and health care (Medicaid, Iowa Health & Wellness Plan, Hawki). The bill decreases what is called “retroactive eligibility,” which allows a person’s services to be paid for after they’ve been provided. Most concerning, it locks the state into managed care and states that there can be no change to “fee for service” programs. Many individuals who are on the HIPP program, which saves the Medicaid program funds, question whether this will make it more difficult to make changes to programs like it that save money. This bill gets a new Senate File (SF) number next week. Sen. Scott Webster (R-Scott) is the floor manager.
AND
HSB 696: Makes it harder for people to get and keep public assistance programs by requiring additional information to be submitted to meet work requirements and verify citizenship, including getting food assistance (SNAP and WIC), child care assistance, family investment program, and health care (Medicaid, Iowa Health & Wellness Plan, Hawki). It also requires Iowa Health & Wellness Plan members to be charged copays for dental ($5), medicines ($1), and missed appointments ($5). Embedded in this bill are changes that would increase income eligibility for the Medicaid for Employed Persons with Disabilities (MEPD) program to 300% of the federal poverty level (from 250%), raise reimbursements for HCBS providers that serve rural Iowans with disabilities, and help stabilize rates for young adults aging out of ChildServe. SSB3140 is a similar bill in the Senate, but it is not the same. This bill will get a new House File (HF) number next week. Rep. Austin Harris (R-Appanoose) is the floor manager. 

HF 2518: Requires regular Medicaid rate reviews for HCBS providers and directs Iowa Medicaid to look at border state Medicaid rates as well as other states with a similar population to Iowa. Currently, Medicaid does not review HCBS rates and looks at only Medicaid rates. Rep. Ann Meyer (RWebster) is a nurse and is the floor manager.

HF 2585: Requires pharmacies to provide an accessible option for prescription labels, bag tags, and information about medicines. This helps Iowans who are blind or have low vision be able to independently and properly take their medications. Rep. Brett Barker (R-Story) is a pharmacist and is the floor manager.

SF 2384 & HSB 598: Allows driverless cars to operate in Iowa. Many Iowans with disabilities see driverless cars as an option to improve transportation in the state, particularly in rural areas. Sen. Scott Webster (R-Scott) and Rep. Devon Wood (R-Taylor) are the floor managers.

HF 2553: Creates a pilot program to refurbish and recondition durable medical equipment (DME) that will be provided to Medicaid members. Iowa HHS is directed to work with a local affiliate of a national nonprofit to recover DME no longer needed due to death or health status change. The recovered DME would fixed and given free of charge to those in need. The pilot program would end on July 1, 2030 unless the Legislature takes action to continue it. 

SF 2404: Sets up a pilot program to allow one rural school district and one urban school district to have a separate school for students enrolled in special education and students with behavioral support needs. Parents are concerned that this will again “other” their children with special needs. Advocates also argue that this violates the least restrictive setting requirement of federal education law. Sen. Kerry Gruenhagen (R-Scott) is the floor manager

The LET US WORK Campaign is Working! 
Last week, the Senate HHS Committee passed Senate File 2315 that addresses income limits for those in the Medicaid for Employed Persons with Disabilities (MEPD) program. This is part of what “Work Without Worry” would have changed. Last week we reported on the deep disappointment disability advocates felt when a House committee passed a bill that put small changes to the MEPD program into a bill that will make it harder for some Iowans to access food and health care. After hearing from dozens of disability advocates, Senator Dennis Guth (RHancock) quickly filed a “clean” bill to make the MEPD changes without the additional program cuts. Within a day, Sen. Guth held a subcommittee. On the second day, he and the Senate HHS Committee Chair were contacted by several advocates because it looked like the bill was going to miss the funnel. Senator Guth quickly persuaded the leaders to add the bill to the committee’s agenda that same morning. It passed unanimously out of committee and is now safe from the funnel and ready for full Senate debate.  

Senate File 2315 allows individuals making up to 300% of the federal poverty level to participate in the MEPD program. The current income cap for this program is 250% of the federal poverty level. The bill also exempts pensions from asset limits (other retirement accounts are already exempted from assets). Finally, the bill also allows a person to pay their MEPD premiums electronically.  During the subcommittee hearing, several advocates spoke in support of the bill, which is a way to start eliminating the “poverty trap” that many working Iowans with disabilities fall into. Catherine Pollard, who represents Easters Seals summed comments up saying, “There is dignity in work…and we think this legislation will be good for employers as well as people with disabilities.” Every person commenting was in support of this bill.

Keep advocating! This year’s bills are a step in the right direction but don’t come close to getting rid of the barriers that “Work Without Worry” would have changed. Tell your legislators that “These bills are a step in the right direction. But we will not see a big impact until Iowans with disabilities don’t have to worry about losing Medicaid because we want to work and save money. Let us Work!”

Find all the bills we are tracking at:
iowaddcouncil.org/bill-tracker

Take action on bills by emailing your legislators at:
iowaddcouncil.org/take-action-center

Find your Iowa Senator or Representative and other elected officials: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find

House Switchboard:  515.281.3221
Senate Switchboard:  515.281.3371

Legislative Emails:  FIRSTname.LASTname@legis.iowa.gov

Iowa Capitol mailing address: State Capitol Building, 1007 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 5031
If you’re part of a group of who wants to advocate with your legislators at the Capitol, the Iowa DD Council can help. Every Friday from 12:30-1 pm, Carlyn Crowe, the Council’s Public Policy Manager, hosts a free drop-in mini-training over Zoom. She can also help you navigate the Capitol and find your legislators during your visit (when available). Contact Carlyn at carlyn.crowe@hhs.iowa.gov or 515-201-8151

Federal Happenings of Note: from AUCD <aucdinfo@aucd.org>
The Association of University Centers on Disabilities
	Starting in 2027, states will be expected to comply with the Medicaid work requirements that were established in H.R.1 (the One Big Beautiful Bill). This bill forces states into cutting services and will make people meet even more requirements to prove that they meet work rules or are eligible for an exemption. This will cost States a lot of money to implement. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that H.R.1 will increase the number of people who are uninsured by 10 million.

	The Quality Measure Set for Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) is a tool that states use to try figure out what is working in HCBS in their state, and what is not working.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) worked with a company to pull together a group of people to review the Quality Measure Set. They made a new report on the Quality Measure Set with advice on what to change about it for 2028. They recommended that CMS get rid of three things on the checklist and add four things. The things they wanted CMS to remove were things that they felt would make more work for states and would make people do more paperwork. The things they wanted CMS to add were about getting more information about whether people with HCBS know all of their rights and resources and how many people have the tools they need to get around.
This is an important report because it’s about a tool that states across the country need to use to make sure people who get HCBS are getting good care. Next, CMS will review the report and see if they want to make the suggested changes to the Quality Measure Set. Then, they will write a draft for people to comment on.
Starting in 2027, states will have to do a lot more administrative work (organizing, doing paperwork, and keeping track of information). This is because H.R.1, the One Big Beautiful Bill says that people who are 19-64 years old have to provide proof that they’re working in order to get their Medicaid. This is called work requirements. It will be hard for states to follow and It will not be fair to people with Medicaid—many people will lose their healthcare.
State governments will have to spend more money on administrative work. 



NEW Bills in U.S. Congress
	The Improving Access to Nutrition Act would help more people afford food. It would get rid of a work requirement in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

The Modernize SSI Stipends Act would give more money to some people with disabilities and older adults who get Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

The Improving Housing Access Act would make the government do research about how to help older adults and people with disabilities get housing.




