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Housekeeping
 All attendees are in “Listen Only” Mode 

Want to ask a question?

 Type your question into the “Q&A” in the top area of your screen

 Additional questions can be sent to IowaVFC@hhs.iowa.gov

 This webinar is being recorded. The recording and slides will be 
made available at https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-
prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc.

Questions regarding the VFA Program? 

 Email IowaVFA@hhs.iowa.gov.
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Presentation Outline
 Programmatic Updates & Reminders
 Updated Iowa VFC Operations Guide

 Receiving VFC Vaccine Shipments Checklist

 Important Dates for 2026 and Upcoming Delivery Holds

 CDC Immunization Recommendation Changes
 2025-26 Respiratory Season Updates

 Improving Vaccination Rates
 2025 Iowa Public Health Tracking Portal Updates

 Tips & Tricks to Avoid Common VFC Program Noncompliance Issues

 2025 Iowa VFC Vaccine Wastage Reports

 Q&A—Ask Your Questions!
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Programmatic Updates & 
Reminders
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Updated Iowa 
VFC Operations 
Guide
Updated Iowa VFC Operations 
Guide with new Iowa HHS style 
and better alignment with federal 
VFC Operations Guide

Available at: 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-
prevention/vaccines-
immunizations/vfc 
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VFC Operations Guide 6

https://hhs.iowa.gov/media/2709/download?inline


Updated Quick View 
of VFC Eligibility and 
Insurance Coverage 
Situations

VFC Eligibility and Insurance 
Situations - Quick View

Available at: 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-
prevention/vaccines-
immunizations/vfc 
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Receiving VFC 
Vaccine Shipments 
Checklist

Receiving VFC Vaccine 
Shipments Checklist

Document to ensure appropriate 
receipt of VFC Program vaccine 
shipments

Recommended, not required use.

Available at: 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-
prevention/vaccines-
immunizations/vfc 
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Vaccine Deliveries: TagAlert 
Temperature Monitors in Refrigerated 
Coolers
New temperature monitors (TagAlert) in shipments from McKesson

 TagAlert temperature monitors should be discarded and do not 
need to be returned to McKesson

 Each shipment includes a flyer with unpacking 
steps, TagAlert instructions and cooler return 
instructions to assist staff responsible for 
receiving vaccine shipments

Action item: Upon opening the box, providers 
should immediately press the blue “Stop & Start” 
button until the “Stop” icon appears. Then, read 
the indicator status to determine if the appropriate 
temperature was maintained during transit.
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Handling Vaccines Compromised 
During Shipment
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Important 2026 VFC Program Events

July: Annual VFC Program Re-enrollment due

 July webinar will include demonstration of re-enrollment

August: 2026-27 Influenza vaccine deliveries

Details to be sent on listserv
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Upcoming Delivery Holds

Deliveries made by UPS & FedEx

Review and update delivery hours with each order

 Required to have at least one four-hour consecutive period 
on a day other than a Monday to receive shipments

 Hours do not update in IRIS unless included on a 
submitted order

 Shipping hold for Memorial Day

McKesson may place temporary holds due to severe weather 
conditions in Iowa or at the warehouse site
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Update to CDC Childhood 
Immunization Recommendation 
Changes
On January 5, 2026, CDC adopted a revised childhood and 

adolescent immunization schedule.

As a result of the case American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) vs. 
Robert F Kennedy, Jr. on March 16, 2026:
 The Secretary's January 5 modifications to the pediatric immunization 

schedule are stayed pending further judicial review

 All votes cast by the now-stayed ACIP appointees are similarly stayed

• Including regarding flu/thimerosal, COVID-19 and hepatitis B

The vaccine recommendations that were in place before 
June 2025 are back in effect, at least for now.
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2025-26 Respiratory Season 
Updates
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Extended RSV Immunization Season

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) activity remains very high in Iowa.

 The Iowa VFC Program recommends continuing RSV immunization for 
eligible infants and young children using RSV monoclonal antibody 
products through April 30, 2026. The VFC Program will provide additional 
guidance about when to discontinue administration.

Extending immunization through this date helps ensure ongoing protection 
for infants who remain at risk for severe RSV illness. RSV continues to be a 
leading cause of hospitalization among infants. RSV monoclonal antibody 
products—nirsevimab and clesrovimab—provide strong protection 
against severe disease. 

Maternal RSV vaccination for the 2025–26 respiratory virus season 
concluded on January 31. Further use is not recommended at this time.
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RSV Product Recommendations
Nirsevimab (Beyfortus) Recommendations:

 ACIP recommends 1 dose of nirsevimab for all infants aged <8 months 
born during or entering their first RSV season (50 mg or 100 mg) 

 ACIP recommends 1 dose of nirsevimab (200 mg, administered as two 
100 mg injections given at the same time at different injection sites) for 
infants and children aged 8-19 months who are at increased risk for 
severe RSV disease and entering their second RSV season

 Can be co-administered with other recommended vaccines

Enflonsia (Clesrovimab) Recommendations:

 ACIP recommends 1 dose of Clesrovimab as an option for RSV protection 
in infants aged <8 months born during or entering their first RSV season

 Can be co-administered with other recommended vaccines
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Respiratory 
Season Summary

COVID-19 Vaccine: 
 Ordering started in October
 Allocation model from CDC

Influenza Vaccine: 
 Distribution started in August
 Allocation model from CDC
 Additional doses available—

contact IowaVFC@hhs.iowa.gov

Maternal RSV Vaccine: 
 Ordering started in July, can use 

unexpired vaccine from previous seasons
 Administration started Sept. 1, 

ended January 31
 Allocation model from CDC, must 

request doses from VFC Program

RSV monoclonal antibody products 
(Nirsevimab, Clesrovimab)
 Ordering started in August, can use 

unexpired vaccine from previous seasons
 Administration started October 1, 

ends April 30
 Allocation model from CDC
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Return Expired VFC Vaccines
VFC Program providers are expected to return all spoiled and 
expired VFC vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines, as soon as 
possible within the first 30 days but not to exceed six months after 
expiration date

 Return single dose syringes, unopened single dose vials and 
unopened multi-dose vials to McKesson

 Products in open boxes can be returned, however opened 
multi-dose vials cannot be returned

 Shipping label is only valid for 30 days

Nonviable Vaccine Return Instructions
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Improving 
Vaccination Rates
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Immunize.org Resources

Skills Checklist for Vaccine Administration document 
update for healthcare staff who administer immunizations.

 Immunize.org Website Office Hours: 
Vaccine Confidence & Addressing Concerns
June 11, 2026, 11 a.m. CT

Registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OO8-
viZkR9ecsBw5vqap0g#/registration 

*Not a VFC Program requirement
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You Call the Shots Modules

Vaccines for Children (VFC)

Vaccine Storage and Handling
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2025 Immunization Data

February Update: 2025 Immunization Data

Childhood (2-year-old)

Adolescent (13–15-year-old)

HPV vaccine (13–15-year-old)

Adult (18+)

School immunization audit

Weekly influenza vaccine

Monthly COVID-19 vaccine

May Update: 
Child Care Immunization Audit
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2025 Childhood Immunization Data 

Childhood 2025 Immunization Data
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2025 Adolescent Immunization Data

Adolescent 2025 Immunization Data
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HPV Vaccine Comparison in 13–15-year-olds in 
All County, Iowa – 2025 
IRIS Population
Percent of 13–15-year-olds with vaccine listed

Vaccine

February Update: 2025 Immunization Data 25
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Tips & Tricks to 
Avoid Common VFC Program 
Noncompliance Issues

26



27

Temperature Monitoring—
Download and Review Routinely
 TMD must have continuous monitoring and recording capabilities 

where the data can be routinely downloaded and reviewed every 
two weeks and whenever the data logger alarms

 The designated person reviews temperature logs at least weekly 
to ensure proper temperature recording and takes action if out of 
range temperatures are found on the logs during review

Maintain temperature logs for at least 3 years for each unit either 
in electronic or paper format

 If electronic, ensure other staff have access to records



VIS & VAERS
Requirement: 
VFC Program providers should have readily available, up-to-date VISs 
for vaccines covered by VICP and relevant to the populations served.

Note: Providers should not delay use of an ACIP-recommended vaccine 
because a VIS is unavailable. For any ACIP-recommended product that 
does not have a VIS or Immunization Information Statement available, a 
provider may use the package insert, written FAQs or any other document 
to inform patients about the benefits and risks of the vaccine. Once a VIS 
is available, providers should use it.

CDC Current VISs
Immunize.org Laminated QR Code Tables
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Key Staff Training

Requirement: 
Primary & Back-up vaccine coordinators required to 
complete two You Call the Shots modules.

 Vaccines for Children (VFC)

 Vaccine Storage and Handling

Action Steps:
 Ensure Primary & Back-up vaccine coordinators 

complete trainings.
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Temperature Documentation
Requirement:

Designated staff must check and 
record refrigerator and freezer 
temperatures twice daily (at the 
beginning and end of each day).

Designated staff must check and 
record the min/max temperatures 
at the start of each workday.

Each temperature reading must 
note the time of the reading plus 
the name or initials of the person 
who assessed and recorded the 
reading.

Action Steps:

Review temperature documentation 
to ensure compliance with Iowa 
VFC temperature monitoring 
protocols. The Iowa VFC Program 
recommends using Iowa HHS 
paper logs for manual temperature 
documentation.

 Temperature logs from
Immunize.org can be used for 
temperature documentation, 
however the printed instructions do 
not meet Iowa VFC requirements.
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Access to a Back-up DDL
Requirement: 
 Iowa VFC Program providers shall have at least one back-up 

DDL, meeting VFC Program requirements with a valid and 
current certificate of calibration readily available.

 Back-up device is recommended to have a different 
calibration expiration date from the primary DDL

 If the back-up device is not physically on-site, a plan must be 
in place documenting how the back-up device will be 
accessed within an acceptable timeframe

Action item: 
Ensure VFC Program provider location has access to a back-up DDL.
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Expired Vaccines
Requirement:
Expiration dates should be checked regularly 

(at least monthly) and stock rotated to ensure 
the soonest to expire are in front. 
 CDC best practice is to rotate weekly 

and whenever new vaccine is received. 

Expiration dates vary by type of vaccine or 
diluent and lot number. 
 Expiration dates that list only month & year 

are viable through the last day of the month. 
 Multi-dose vials of vaccine shall be 

administered until the expiration date 
printed on the vial or vaccine package 
unless otherwise noted in the 
vaccine package insert.

Action Steps:
Rotate vaccine and 

check expiration dates 

Remove expired vaccines 
and diluents to avoid 
accidental administration

Return all spoiled/expired public 
vaccines to CDC’s centralized 
vaccine distributor within six 
months of spoilage/expiration

Returns occur in IRIS; 
providers must manage returns 
in IRIS & receive shipping label

Nonviable Vaccine Return Instructions
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Vaccine Wastage Reports
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Updates to Data Quality Dashboard
Test Facility
A123456

34*Measures subject to change



General Reminders 
& Resources
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Ordering Replacement DDLs

 Immunization Program has Log Tag 400s available to 
VFC Program providers at no cost

 Send email request to IowaVFC@hhs.iowa.gov containing:

 VFC PIN

 Number of refrigerator DDLs requested

 Number of freezer DDLs requested

 If a docking station is needed

Remember to check and set appropriate parameters and alarms
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2026 VFC Program Webinar 
Series
Wednesday, July 22, at 12 p.m.: 

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/e9de5c8a-ca5f-
4615-b363-c38bc27269a9@8d2c7b4d-085a-4617-8536-
38a76d19b0da

Wednesday, November 18, at 12 p.m.: 
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/b0c0ddd4-e947-
4a66-b520-761a9cd48237@8d2c7b4d-085a-4617-8536-
38a76d19b0da 

Webinars are recorded and can be found on the Iowa VFC 
Program website:  https://hhs.iowa.gov/immunization/vfc
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IRIS Webinars of 2026

Registration is required for each 
session (via Teams)

2026 IRIS Webinar Schedule

Contact the IRIS Help Desk at 
800-374-3958 with any questions
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Topics include:
 IRIS inventory

management

 Mass vaccination

 Reminder recall

 Vaccine transfers

 Document doses 
administered

 Documentation of 
vaccine wastage

 Patient search tips

 How to unlock user 
accounts and reset 
user passwords

https://hhs.iowa.gov/media/2606/download?inline
https://hhs.iowa.gov/media/2606/download?inline


VFC Program Resources

 Iowa HHS Immunization Program:  
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations  

 VFC Program: 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc  

 Iowa HHS Immunization Materials: 
Online order form

 Iowa Public Health Tracking Portal—Immunization Data: 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization 
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https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc
https://hhs.iowa.gov/health-prevention/vaccines-immunizations/vfc
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=TXssjVoIF0aFNjinbRmw2vcriePgTwtLvNG40xpGi9RUODFJRkpINU9ETEg5UUpSMFZaQTBJTzRCWC4u
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization
https://hhs.iowa.gov/data-reports/health-disease/immunization


Immunization Program 
Phone Tree Changes

Title Extension

IRIS – Immunization Records 800-831-6293 ext. 0

General Immunization Questions & 
Perinatal Hepatitis B Coordinator

800-831-6293 ext. 1

VFC Coordinator 800-831-6293 ext. 2

Vaccine Distribution Coordinator 800-831-6293 ext. 3

Assessment Coordinator (IQIP) 800-831-6293 ext. 4

VFC and Assessment Manager 800-831-6293 ext. 5

VFA Program Coordinator 800-831-6293 ext. 5
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Questions?
Iowa VFC Program
IowaVFC@hhs.iowa.gov 
Phone: 1-800-831-6293 
Fax: 1-800-831-6292
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