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Human Rights Board 
Meeting Minutes
June 18th, 2026
Attendance:
	Board Members
	Ex-Officio Members
	HHS Staff

	Peggy La (present)
	Senator Sarah Trone Garriott (not in attendance)
	Diamond Denney (present)

	Tony Chavez (not in attendance)
	Senator Dennis Guth (not in attendance)
	

	Whitney McIntosh (present)
	Representative Jeff Shipley (not in attendance)
	

	Beth Coonan (not in attendance)
	Representative Aime Wichtendahl (not in attendance)
	

	Noah Schrad (present) 
	
	

	Emily Petty (present)
	
	

	Jennifer Carillo (present)
	
	

	External
	
	

	Lindsey Ingram (present)
	
	



1. Call to Order and Introduction of Agenda 
Diamond Denney, serving in the capacity of the vacant chair position, called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.
2. Welcome and Introductions
General introductions were made, including the introduction of new Board Members: Emily Petty, Jennifer Carrillo, and Noah Schrad.

3. Meeting Minutes Review
The Board reviewed the minutes from the April 20, 2026 meeting. The scheduled May 18, 2026 meeting did not occur due to a lack of quorum.
· Motion: Approve the April 20, 2026 minutes. 
· Made by: Emily
· Seconded by: Peggy
· Outcome: Motioned carried; minutes approved
4. Review Board bylaws and structure
Diamond provided an overview of the Board’s bylaws, officer roles, and relevant sections of the Iowa Code governing the Human Rights Board.

5. Elect of Chair
Motion: Elect Emily Petty as Chair of the Human Rights Board. 
· Made by: Peggy La
· Seconded by: Whitney McIntosh
· Outcome: Motion carried; Emily Petty elected Chair.
6. Brainstorming Session
Emily Petty led a discussion on planning a strategic planning retreat.
Topics and considerations included:
· Preferred retreat timing: Fall 2026 
· Length: Half-day session (tentative 10:00 AM–1:00 PM) 
· In-person format preferred 
· Possible locations: 
· American Legion posts
· Community college board rooms
· State guidelines for allowable expenses (e.g., space reservations) 
· Possible agenda structure: lunch followed by work session 
· Scheduling considerations: weekends are not feasible 
· Discussion on Board goals: what members hope to accomplish collectively
7. Other Business
The next regularly scheduled meeting will take place on July 20, 2026, from 1:00–2:00 PM.


8. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:59 PM.
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