[image: Logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Human Rights Board 
Meeting Minutes
April 20, 2026

	Board Members
	Ex-Officio Members
	HHS Staff

	Peggy La (present)
	Senator Sarah Trone Garriott (not in attendance)
	Diamond Denney (present)

	Tony Chavez (present)
	Senator Dennis Guth (not in attendance)
	

	Whitney McIntosh (not in attendance)
	Representative Jeff Shipley (not in attendance)
	

	Beth Coonan (present)
	Representative Aime Wichtendahl (not in attendance)
	

	Noah Schrad (present; departed at 1:32PM) 
	
	

	Emily Petty (present)
	
	

	Jennifer Carillo (not in attendance)
	
	

	External
	
	

	None
	
	



1. Call to Order and Introduction of Agenda 
Tony Chavez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02PM. Chair Tony Chavez called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.
2. Welcome and Centering
Introductions were made, including welcoming new Board Members Emily Petty and Noah Schrad. It was noted that Jennifer Carrillo will be invited to a future meeting once her contact information is obtained.

3. Meeting Minutes Review
The Board reviewed minutes from past meetings.

Motion: Approve minutes from September 23, 2025
· Made by: Emily
· Seconded by: Peggy
· Outcome: Motion carried; minutes approved.
· Motion: Approve minutes from November 19, 2025
· Made by: Beth
· Seconded by: Peggy
· Outcome: Motion carried; minutes approved.
· Motion: Approve minutes from January 26, 2026 (with correction updating year from 2025 to 2026)
· Made by: Beth
· Seconded by: Peggy
· Outcome: Motion carried; minutes approved with amendment.
4. Draft Board Bylaws
The Board reviewed the draft bylaws.
· Motion: Approve bylaws
· Made by: Peggy
· Seconded by: Emily
· Outcome: Motioned carried; bylaws approved
5. Budget
The board briefly discussed the budget to support its work. 
This was an informational item; no vote was taken. 
6. Mission Statement Discussion 
The Board discussed potential mission statements.
· Members emphasized alignment with both the Iowa Code and the Department of Health and Human Services mission.
· Diamond shared that the Board generally preferred Option 4, which will be refined to ensure alignment with governing documents and statute.
· No vote was taken.
7. Vision Statement
Board members reviewed possible vision statements and expressed a preference for Option 1, which begins: “A health and human services system where all people experience equity, dignity, and respect, and where human rights…”
· No vote was taken.

8. Brainstorming Session
The Board conducted a brainstorming discussion focused on:
· Access to services
· Support for underrepresented and marginalized populations
· The role and purpose of the Board
· Historical operations and funding of the legacy Human Rights Board
Additional topics discussed:
· Planning an event to support underrepresented populations
· Aligning work with past commission activities to understand successful approaches
· Exploring population-specific subcommittees
· Previous fundraising methods used by the Asian and Pacific Islander Commission
· Use of the IdeaBoardz platform to document brainstorming ideas
· Noting that April is Human Rights Month, which may be an ideal time for future events
9. Other Business
The next meeting is scheduled for May 18, 2026, from 1:00–2:00 PM.

10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:59 PM.
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