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ISTEP Chapter Advisor Stipend Participation Agreement FY27
Purpose
Registered ISTEP Chapter Advisors are eligible for a stipend to support local youth-led outreach efforts focused on behavioral health topics. Stipend amounts offered per Chapter Advisor will be up to $1,000 split into two Tiers of $500. Stipends will be sent to those meeting requirements throughout May 2027.
Process and Timeline
· In order to participate, chapter advisors must:
· Register as a ISTEP chapter advisor on hhs.iowa.gov/istep by February 1, 2027.
· Submit the Participation Agreement within 30 days following chapter registration.
· Track the tier requirements on your own via the Stipend Checklist.
· Submit the Stipend Checklist by May 3, 2027.
· Stipends will be sent to Chapter Advisors no later than June 1, 2027.
Tier Requirements
Tier 1
· Support a minimum of 2 youth-led activities, reaching at least 50 people per activity, between the dates of September 1, 2026, and April 30, 2027.
· Activity focuses may include but are not limited to: 
Tobacco/Nicotine Use, Alcohol Use, Substance Use, Mental Health Promotion, Suicide Prevention, Crisis Intervention, Recovery Supports, Problem Gambling, Health and Wellness, Violence Prevention, Bullying Prevention, Healthy Relationships, etc.
· Submit the Youth-led Activity Report form per activity completed.
· Attend at least 1 of the 5 ISTEP Network Hours.
· Purpose: For chapter advisors and tobacco prevention contractors to bounce ideas off one another, talk through challenges/successes and ask questions. Each Network Hour will include a small learning component to expand youth-adult partnership skills, then shift to networking.
· Registration link: 
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/A5Yqt0ZqS62AkVZzE7tcZw
· Dates:
· September 16, 2026, 12-1pm – Recruitment 
· November 18, 2026, 12-1 pm – Relationship Building 
· January 20, 2027, 12-1pm – Maintaining Momentum (Retention) 
· March 10, 2027, 12-1 pm – Outreach and Engagement 
· May 19, 2027, 12-1 pm – Celebrating Success and Closure
· Complete the 2026-2027 ISTEP Chapter Advisor evaluation by April 30, 2027. The evaluation will be available early March 2027.
Tier 2
· Pilot the ISTEP Chapter Guidebook for a minimum of 3 activities. The Guidebook will be available no later than late January 2027.
· Provide feedback of the Guidebook by either completing the ISTEP Chapter Guidebook Feedback form or through discussion. This will allow HHS to make adjustments for the final product to be distributed to all chapters in FY28. 
Submission Process
· The Participation Agreement is only needed from those who plan to accept the Chapter Advisor Stipend. 
· Email the Participation Agreement listed below as an attachment, or copy/pasted into the body of an email, to Jill Wright at jill.wright@hhs.iowa.gov and Chandra Jennings at chandra.jennings@hhs.iowa.gov no later than 30 days following Chapter registration.
Questions?
· For questions about the agreement process and general details: Email jill.wright@hhs.iowa.gov and chandra.jennings@hhs.iowa.gov
· For questions about the payment process and receival of funds: Email bhactpay@iowapca.org and joey.davis@iowapca.org
____________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter Advisor Stipend Participation Agreement
· Chapter Name:
· Advisor Name:
· Email Address:
· Phone Number:
· Acknowledgement: 
I am able to accept the Chapter Advisor Stipend (check internal policies). Yes / No
· Confirmation: 
I plan to participate and accept the 2026-2027 Chapter Advisor Stipend. Yes / No
· Indicate below which tier(s) you plan to accept.
       ☐ Tier 1 
       ☐ Tier 2
Next Steps & Submission Process
· Utilize the Stipend Checklist to independently track Tier requirements as completed throughout the year. 
· Submit the Stipend Checklist to Jill Wright at jill.wright@hhs.iowa.gov and Chandra Jennings at chandra.jennings@hhs.iowa.gov by May 3, 2027.
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