Dear Iowa School District Partner,

On behalf of the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Iowa Department of Education, we would like to encourage you to participate in the 2027 National Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS). Your participation in this important effort directly supports the wellbeing of students across our state.

By participating in the YRBS, you help ensure that Iowa students’ experiences and needs are represented in national-level data. This representation matters. When Iowa students are included, we all receive more precise information to guide prevention strategies, strengthen school-based supports, and respond to emerging youth health trends. Decisions about programming, resources, funding, and policy can be shaped by the insights gathered through this survey. 

Participation from selected districts like yours also helps us monitor issues that impact learning and long-term success, including mental health, substance use, physical activity, safety, and other key factors. Your district’s involvement helps ensure that every student, regardless of background, location, or school size, has an opportunity to  voice in this critical work.

We recognize the time and coordination required to support survey administration and appreciate all you do to foster a safe, healthy, and supportive learning environment for your students. If you have questions or need assistance as you consider participating in this survey, please reach out to Emily Tokheim (emily.tokheim@hhs.iowa.gov) at Iowa HHS. We are here to support you throughout the process.

With appreciation,

Iowa Department of Health and Human Services
Iowa Department of Education

