
Live Birth vs. Fetal Death/Stillbirth Flowchart

Yes

Yes

Yes

Enter birth data into Iowa Vital 
Events System (IVES).

Complete “Official Worksheet 
to Establish Legal Certificate 
of Live Birth - Hospital Medical 
Worksheet” and “Official Birth 
Mother’s Worksheet to Establish 
Legal Certificate of Live Birth”.

Did infant subsequently die?

No

Contact Death 
Registration 
Bureau of Health 
Statistics for 
further guidance: 
515-281-5153

Is funeral home involved?

Funeral 
home 
completes 
death 
certificate. 

No

End 
process

No

Did infant/fetus reach 20 completed weeks gestation?

Yes No

No

Did infant/fetus reach 350 grams?

Yes Complete “Induced 
Termination of 
Pregnancy” form 
OR “Spontaneous 
Termination of 
Pregnancy” form. 

Yes

Hospital starts 
Fetal Death 
Certificate.

Funeral 
home signs 
Fetal Death 
Certificate

Fetal Death 
Certificate filed 
with state.

Doctor signs 
Fetal Death 
Certificate.

Is funeral home involved?

No Hospital starts Fetal 
Death Certificate.

Contact Death 
Registration Bureau 
of Health Statistics 
to file Fetal Death 
Certificate: 
515-281-5153

Fetal Death 
Certificate filed.

Doctor signs Fetal 
Death Certificate.

Infant/Fetus Delivered 
Did infant/fetus show signs of life at time of delivery? 

If you have any questions 
about this process or what 
forms to fill out, contact: 
Birth Registration
515-725-2522
Death Registration
515-281-5153

https://hhs.iowa.gov/media/8913/download?inline

