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Resource Family Survey Report 
 

Applicant name Application type:  

☐New   ☐Renewal    ☐Change Street address 

City, ZIP Code County Licensing capacity requested: 

      #_________ children 

 

A.  General Information 

Number of rooms used by the family: 

     _____ Bedrooms      _____ Bathrooms 

Number of people currently in the home: 

     _____ Adults     ______Children (Bio/Adoptive)    _____Foster children 

     _____Respite children (Waiver)    _____ Daycare children    _____Kin/fictive kin 

 

B. Eligibility Requirements 

☐Yes  ☐ No   1. Are the resource parents at least 18 years of age? (If under age 21, 
complete form 470-4873- Request for waiver pre-service training or 
non-safety licensing standards) 

☐Yes  ☐ No   2. The resource parents have sufficient source of income to meet the 
needs of the family, including providing nutritious food, without relying 
on the Department’s maintenance payments for the care of a foster 
child? 

☐Yes  ☐ No   3. All children who are household members are up to date on 
immunizations by age as required by local school districts?  If not, has 
a medical or religious exemption been approved?  Date of exemption 
and reason: __________________________ 

☐Yes  ☐ No   4. All household members have received a whooping cough vaccine if 
they anticipate having a child under the age of 1 year placed in their 
home. 
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C. Living Space 

☐Yes  ☐ No   5. Is the water supply from a public water system? 

If no, complete form 470-0699. 

☐Yes  ☐ No   6. Every child has access to at least one toilet or privy, sink, and tub or 
shower in safe operating condition. 

☐Yes  ☐ No    7. Is the home connected to a public sewage system?  
      If yes, move to question 8. 

☐Yes  ☐ No   7a. If not, does the private sewage system meet minimum standards per 
441 IAC 113.6(4)?  “shall be designed, constructed and maintained 
so that no unsanitary or nuisance conditions exist, such as surface 
discharge of raw or partially treated sewage or failure of the sewer 
lines to convey sewage properly.” 

☐Yes  ☐ No    8. The heating system is operational and has the capacity to maintain a 
temperature of approximately 65 degrees in the bedroom with the 
door closed.  

☐Yes  ☐ No    9. Resource parent has a working phone or access to a working phone 
in close walking proximity to an applicant’s living space.  

D. Condition of the Home (Attach floor plan for new licenses, remodeling, or new 
home.) 

☐Yes ☐No     10. Is the resource home safe, clean, well ventilated, properly lighted, 
properly heated, and free of vermin (insects, cockroaches, etc.) and 
rodents? 

☐Yes ☐No    11. Fireplaces and water heaters are vented to the outside. 

☐Yes ☐No   12. The resource family is aware that kerosene heaters and gas-fired  
space heaters are not allowed. 

☐Yes ☐No     13. The temperature of the water heater is set in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 

☐Yes ☐No     14. Combustible materials are kept at least three feet away from heat 
sources including but not limited to furnaces, stoves, space heaters, 
and hot water heaters.  Water heaters in a garage need to be 
elevated 18” above the floor as they pose an explosion hazard. 

☐Yes ☐No       15. Explosive and flammable substances, including matches and lighters 
are stored securely and inaccessible to a child. 
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☐Yes ☐No      16. Indoor garbage, rubbish and recycling containers meet minimum 
standards:  

• Covered garbage and rubbish containers that are: Fly tight, 
watertight, rodent-proof, and maintained in a sanitary condition 

• Recyclables stored in a safe, sanitary manner 

☐Yes ☐No        17. Resource parents who smoke or vape understand that they cannot 
smoke in any portion of the home or in any vehicle where a placed 
child is present.   

Weapons  ☐N/A- mark if not applicable 

☐Yes ☐No       18. All weapons and firearms in the home are stored unloaded and 
maintained in a locked space that is inaccessible to a child of any 
age.  Iowa Legislature - Code Section Listings   

☐Yes ☐No       19. Ammunition for firearms or projectile weapons is stored in a 
separate locked container from the weapons and firearms, with a 
different key than the weapons/firearms container and is 
inaccessible to a child of any age. 

☐Yes ☐No       20. All vehicles transporting placed children have unloaded firearms 
and the firearm and ammunition is kept in separate locked 
containers (see exception for law enforcement officers below). 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 21. Resource parents who are also law enforcement officials and 
can document that their jurisdiction requires them to have ready 
and immediate access to their weapons may be exempt from 
these weapon requirements provided they adopt and follow a 
safety plan approved by HHS.     

 
☐Yes ☐No        22. The firearms safety section in the home study is completed for 

foster parents who have any weapons. 
 
☐Yes  ☐No       23. Reviewed the Use of firearms section in the foster parent 

handbook.   
 

Animals  ☐N/A- mark if not applicable 

☐Yes ☐No        24. Household pets must have a current veterinary health certificate 
verifying the animal has had their rabies vaccination. 

☐Yes ☐No        25. The foster parent has a written plan that addresses strategies to 
reduce aggression for any animals with a history of aggression 
with which the child will have contact.  Inform them they are 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/iowaCode/sections?codeChapter=724&year=2021
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required to report any animal aggression at the time of the initial 
study and within 24 hours of any occurrence. 

☐Yes ☐No        26. Animal waste is contained and disposed of on a routine basis. 

 
Outdoor Hazards ☐ Not applicable 
Document the outdoor environmental hazard(s) and how the child will be protected 
(traffic, railroads, pools and bodies of water follow city code, etc.): 

 
Hazard Protection Plan 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
E. Foster Family Home Sleeping Arrangements 

☐Yes ☐No        27. Bedrooms have permanent walls, a door that closes, and an 
unobstructed, operable window that opens from the inside and is 
large enough for an unrestricted exit by a foster child?   

☐Yes ☐No        28. Are bedrooms equitable, have a bed and clean bedding 
comparable to other beds in the home? 
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☐Yes ☐No 29. Bedrooms are designated with respect to rules requiring no
bedroom sharing for children of opposite sex age 5 or older.

☐Yes ☐No 30. Placed children under the age of 2 may share a bedroom with a
resource parent in an individual crib.

☐Yes ☐No 31. Placed children will not share a bed.

☐Yes ☐No 32. The child is provided adequate space for their clothing, ex. a
closet, wardrobe armoire, or dresser?

☐Yes ☐No 33. Minimum bedroom area per child is 30 square feet unless a
variance has been approved by HHS.  When there is not 30 square
feet of space for children there is an additional study area with
lighting and room for play in other parts of the home.

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 34. Below ground bedrooms used by children in care are free from
excessive dampness and objectionable odors. 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 35. Below ground bedrooms have at least one unrestricted exit to
the outside of the house and one inside stairway exit on the 
basement level to the first-floor ground level. 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 36. Below ground bedrooms have a window that provides
emergency egress/ingress for a person to enter or exit in an 
emergency.  There will be an assistive device (stairs, ladder, 
etc.) to access the exit if necessary.   

☐Yes ☐No 37. Resource parents understand that video/surveillance cameras are
not allowed in children’s bedrooms or bathrooms.  Only baby
monitors are allowed in bedrooms for children birth to five years of
age.

☐Yes ☐No 38. Rooms occupied by children in care have a screened window that
opens, or they have a mechanical venting system.

F. Emergency Preparedness:

☐Yes ☐No 39. Every floor of the house, including the basement, and all sleeping
areas have a tested and operational smoke detector which is UL
approved.

☐Yes ☐No 40. There is a carbon monoxide detector on each sleeping level when
there are gas appliances, furnaces, fireplaces, other gas
equipment (including a water heater) and/or an attached garage.
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☐Yes ☐No          41. The home has at least one fire extinguisher rated 2A=10BC or 
better that has not expired. The pressure gauge needle on the 
fire extinguisher is in the green area. 

☐Yes ☐No          42. The family has written and included visuals of the emergency 
safety action plan with a designated meeting place identified.  
The emergency safety plan includes a fire safety plan for children 
too young to exit a window.  The plan is reviewed with the 
children at the time of placement and annually thereafter.  
Emergencies include fire, tornado, flood, prolonged power 
outage, other natural or manmade disasters, accidents and other 
life-threatening situations. 

☐Yes ☐No          43. Medications, poisonous materials, cleaning supplies, other 
hazardous materials, and alcoholic beverages are placed in a 
location to prevent access based on a child’s age and 
development. 

☐Yes ☐No          44. Family has first aid supplies 

G. Transportation 

☐Yes ☐No          45. Resource parents use appropriate child safety restraints per Iowa 
law when transporting a placed child(ren). 

☐Yes ☐No          46. Resource parents will ensure access to transportation to meet the 
placed child’s needs and any vehicle used to transport a placed 
child is registered, insured, and the driver has a valid driver’s 
license. 

 
H. Unannounced Visit ☐ All Questions in this section are N/A 
 
☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 47. The initial unannounced visit was completed on 

____________________. (If initial unannounced, skip to next 
section) 

 The annual unannounced visit(s) were completed on 
______________. 

 Year 2 unannounced visit(s) were completed on 
______________.  

 
☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 48. The resource parents cooperated with the unannounced visit. 
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☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 49. The quality of the living situation observed during the visit was 
acceptable for the child’s safety, well-being, and health.  The 
home was in compliance with policies and standards as outlined 
in 441-113.   

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 50. HHS workers reported concerns in the foster family home.   
These concerns have been discussed with the family as 
appropriate.  (Document in home study) 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 51. If deficiencies were found during the licensing period, the 
resource parents provided a written commitment to correct the 
deficiencies by signing a corrective action plan. 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 52. The child in care was interviewed away from the resource 
parent. 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 53. Progress on the resource parent’s completion of annual training 
is noted in the foster parent training plan.   

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 54. The interactions between the children and resource family 
household members were appropriate and positive. 470-0695 
(Rev. 06/23) Page 11 

☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 55. There was a discussion of children placed in the home during 
the licensing year or if no children were placed the reason why.   

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
☐Yes ☐No ☐ N/A 56. The resource family was in compliance with their license  

capacity. If not, was a variance approved? 
 

Applicant signature:  Date:  

RRTS caseworker signature Date: 
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