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PROGRAM NOTICE  07-02
TO:

Weatherization Coordinators




FROM:

Jim Newton



DATE:

July 13, 2007


RE:

Vermiculite Sampling/Testing Procedures
The purpose of this notice is to describe vermiculite sampling/testing procedures.  
Background Information

Vermiculite has been used as an insulating material in some homes.  Although it is not a type of asbestos, it became associated with asbestos several years ago.  That is because much of the world’s supply of vermiculite came from a mine that also had a natural deposit of asbestos.  Some of the vermiculite collected from the mine was contaminated with asbestos.  The mine was closed many years ago; however, vermiculite from that mine was used to insulate some homes.  That does not mean all those homes have asbestos in the vermiculite because asbestos only contaminated some of the vermiculite extracted from that mine.  The problem is, if vermiculite is in a home, there is no way to tell if it contains asbestos without testing it. 
Sampling/Testing 

Enclosed are sampling/testing procedures for two different testing laboratories.  One is EMSL Analytical, Inc. and the other is ATC Associates. 

Samples may be sent to any other asbestos analysis laboratory as long as it is accredited by the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP).  A listing of NVLAP accredited laboratories can be found at:  http://ts.nist.gov/Standards/214.cfm.  EMSL Analytical, Inc. and ATC Associates are both NVLAP accredited laboratories.  If you use a lab other than EMSL Analytical, Inc. and ATC Associates, you will need to find out the lab’s sampling and shipping requirements. 
If an agency is not willing to collect a sample to test for asbestos, it may hire an outside contractor to collect the sample.

The test results will indicate whether any asbestos fibers were found in the sample and if some were found what percentage of the sample contained fibers.  EPA and OSHA regulations (29 CFR, Part 1910.1001) regarding asbestos define asbestos containing materials as material containing more than 1% asbestos.  Therefore, if the test results show the vermiculite sample contained 1% or less asbestos, the vermiculite is considered to be non asbestos-containing material and the attic or walls can be insulated.  

Enclosures
Cc:  Bureau staff
       File

DIVISION OF COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES


William J. Brand, Administrator








Chester J. Culver


Governor





Patty Judge


Lt. Governor








A Division of the Department of Human Rights

Lucas State Office Building, 2nd Floor/ Des Moines, Iowa 50319/ 515-281-4204

Fax 515-242-6119


