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PROGRAM NOTICE  08-01
TO:

Weatherization Coordinators




FROM:

Jim Newton, Bureau of Weatherization

DATE:

April 4, 2008


RE:

Program Year 2008 & 2007 Changes
Following are changes for Program Year 2008.  Also included is a summary of changes implemented during Program Year 2007.
Changes for Program Year 2008 
Cost Limits and Allowances

· The overall expenditure limit is increased from $8,000 to $9,000.

· The PY2008 DOE average expenditure per home limit is $2,966 and the DOE average health and safety expenditure per home limit is $741.  These new limits will be reflected in the WAMS changes Gwen will be sending you to be implemented April 1, 2008.
· The new fuel prices and agency specific average labor and material costs per measure for the NEAT Audit are being sent to you under separate cover.  The updated fuel costs and labor and material costs need to be entered in all computers that run the NEAT Audit.   Note:  For users of NEATShell, the average labor and material costs need to be entered in WAMS rather than NEAT.   
Work Standards 
· Existing Furnaces

· Installing filter rack covers on existing furnaces can be done at the discretion of the agency. It is not a state requirement. 

· Refrigeration Appliances

· If a refrigeration appliance that was installed by the agency does not work well and is no longer covered by the warranty, the appliance may be replaced by the agency within 5 years of the date of it was installed. 

· Refrigeration appliances in unconditioned areas are not to be metered nor are appliances to be replaced. 

· Exhaust Fans

· If existing exhaust fans do not work and are not needed, based on the BTL calculation, they can either be left alone or removed and the hole patched.
· Agencies may use either PVC or metal pipe for exhaust fans as long as it is rigid piping.

· Mobile Homes

· If the existing water heater does not work or does not draft properly, it should be replaced with either an electric or direct-vent water heater.
· Section 8021.04 – Language change from “Flexible gas lines cannot be installed in the furnace cabinet” to “Flexible gas lines cannot be installed through the furnace cabinet”. 

· Combustion Appliances in Garage

· If combustion appliances are located in the garage and are not in a separate room from the garage, then a separate room must be built.

· Chimneys

· Chimneys that end in the attic (i.e. do not extend out through the roof) should be sealed.
Changes Implemented during Program Year 2007 

Program Notices

· Program Notice 07-01 (7-6-07)

· Policy change in regard to HEAP Equipment/Training carryover funds and in regard to the trade-in of weatherization vehicles

· Program Notice 07-02 (7-13-07)

· Vermiculite sampling/testing procedures were established 

· Program Notice 07-03 (10-19-07)

· Revised Work Standards and Health and Safety Plan guidance regarding vermiculite

· Program Notice 07-04 (11-13-07)

· Revised standards for water heaters 

· Program Notice 07-05 (3-28-08)

· Revised policies for refrigerator/freezers. 

Appendix Revisions

· Cost Limits and Allowances

· Personal mileage increased from $.34/mile to $.39 mile (effective 1-1-08)

· Meal reimbursements (effective 7-1-07)

· Breakfast – No change

· Lunch - $8.00 

· Dinner - $15.00

· Updated Slate Siding Air Sample Results (8-23-07)

· Forms

· Updated Wx Tuition and Training GAX Form

· Mileage reimbursement

· For breakfast, lunch and dinner, actual out-of-pocket expenses incurred are to be entered; not the agency’s per diem rate
· Refrigeration Appliance Data Sheet
· Added the field, “Prices good from______ to ________”.
· Fuel Switch Form

· The Fuel Switch Form is to be completed when switching vendors.

· Fuel Switch Calculation Form

· The Fuel Switch Calculation Form is to be completed when replacing a heating system for efficiency reasons. 

Website

· The following statement was added to the weatherization and furnace contract templates

· The Bidder must agree that the State Housing Inspector may inspect all work performed by the Bidder. If the work does not meet the Iowa Weatherization Program’s Furnace Installation Standards or the Iowa Weatherization Program’s Work Standards, the Bidder will be required to return to the home and perform rework until such time as the rework meets program standards. All rework will be done at the cost of the Bidder.

Procedural 

· House Inspections – Major and Minor Findings (8-31-07)

· Clarification on what constitutes findings

· House Evaluations (8-31-07)

· House evaluations began

Please forward the information the PY08 changes to your evaluators.  Please contact us if you have questions regarding any of this.

Cc:  Bureau Staff
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