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PROGRAM NOTICE 09-01
TO:

Weatherization Coordinators




FROM:

Jim Newton, Bureau of Weatherization

DATE:

April 13, 2009


RE:

Program Year 2009 Changes
Following are changes for Program Year 2009 (April 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010).  
Cost Limits and Allowances

· The PY2009 DOE average expenditure per home limit is $6,500 and the DOE average health and safety expenditure per home limit is $1,625.  The $6,500 and $1,625 limits apply to both the regular DOE contracts and the DOE-ARRA contracts.
· The overall expenditure limit is increased from $9,000 to $10,000.

· The regular water heater limit is increased to $1,000.
· The heat pump boiler limit is increased to $5,000.

· Utilities no longer pay for circleline bulbs.
· Utilities now allow for the installation of 3-way CFLs.  There is a limit of two (2) 3-way bulbs per home and a limit of $15 per 3-way bulb.

· The limit on the number of compact fluorescent light bulbs that may be installed per home is increased from 12 to 20 per home when the costs are charged to DOE or HEAP funds.  The Utilities still have a limit of 12.  Existing incandescent light bulbs must still be on an average of 1 ½ hours per day to qualify for replacement.

· ECIP limits have been increased to $1,500 when a furnace is repaired/replaced in conjunction with weatherization, and $2,500 when repairs/replacements are not done in conjunction with weatherization.

Program Eligibility
The income level for WAP eligibility is being increased from 150 percent of the federal poverty level to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.  This change applies to all WAP clients, regardless of what funding source is used to weatherize the dwelling.  This change is effective April 1, 2009.   The 200 percent determination should be based on the income levels that are currently used by the LIHEAP Program.  That means the 200 percent 
determination will be based on 2008 income levels until LIHEAP updates to the 2009 levels in October.  (This a 
change from previous information provided to you on this issue.) 
Landlord Requirement

We are temporarily waiving the requirement that landlords must repair or replace unsafe heating systems and water heaters in eligible rental units before weatherization is provided.  This means program funds may be used to repair or replace unsafe heating systems and water heaters in rental units.  The waiver is effective April 1, 2009 through the end of the ARRA period.  The waiver is an attempt to make more rental units available for weatherization services.  This is not a waiver of the landlord approval/agreement requirement.  Agencies must still obtain landlord approval before weatherizing rental units.  To make this change easier to administer, we are waiving the requirement involving all sources of weatherization funding, not just ARRA funds, during this period.  Enclosed is a revised Landlord Agreement reflecting this change in policy.   
Re-weatherization Date Change

The period of time the re-weatherization of homes is allowed has been extended one year to September 30, 1994.  This change applies to all sources of funds.
NEAT Audit Costs
The fuel prices used in the NEAT and MHEA Audits are revised annually.  The new fuel prices for the NEAT Audit and MHEA Audit are:

Propane

1.87/gal
Fuel Oil

2.41/gal
Natural Gas
           11.30/mcf
Electricity
   
  .10/kWh
Agencies need to update the NEAT and MHEA Audits on all of the computers that contain the audits with these new fuel prices.  This is done in the set-up section of both audits.  The updates should be done immediately.

Work Standards

The following changes have been made to the Work Standards.  These changes will be included in the Work Standards manuals that are being printed. 
Section 2023.04 

· When switching fuels, the homeowner must pay to bring new 200 amp service to the house. If a separate meter is required for a heat pump cut rate and the 200 amp service is already present, the program will pay for the hook-up. The only time 200 amp service would be needed is when a heat pump will be installed. 

Section 2060 

· Carbon monoxide alarms installed by the agency must be either battery operated or a plug-in with a battery back-up. (Mike & Chris)

· Smoke alarms must be installed in homes with a fire place, wood burner or corn burner. 

Section 2080

· If there isn’t access to the basement from inside the house, do not include the basement in the volume for the BTL and BTLa. The basement is not to be included because it is impossible to determine how much duct leakage is actually occurring from the basement unless quite a few tests are run. Technically, the BTL and BTLa are to be run for exposed walls only. 

Section 4010, Page 5

· Where visible, the color of the caulk must blend with the surfaces being caulked. 

Section 5010

· Insulating with fiberglass from inside the dwelling is no longer acceptable. 

Section 5014.02

· If fiberglass is installed backwards in a kneewall or inaccessible area, if possible, slit the vapor barrier on the fiberglass. 

Section 5014.04

· An insulation barrier should be installed around all flue pipes that pass through the attic and through the roof.  This includes floored attics.  An insulation barrier must also be installed around brick chimneys that don’t have liners that go through floored attics. 

Section 8021.04

· When replacing a furnace in a mobile home, install a collar at the ceiling around the furnace vent pipe. 

Section 8120

· Insulating with fiberglass from inside the dwelling is no longer acceptable.

Section 8123 bottom of page 31

· Loosely blow insulation under the belly, making sure the insulation is blown under the pipes. Dense-pack the wings. 

Please contact us if you have questions regarding any of this.

Cc:  Exec. Directors (email copy only)
       Bill Brand (email copy only)
       Bureau Staff
       File
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