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PROGRAM NOTICE 09-03

TO:

Weatherization Coordinators

FROM:

Jim Newton

DATE:

October 26, 2009

RE:

Changes to Program Policies and Requirements

Following are changes to various program policies and requirements.

Heating System and Water Heater Limits

Effective immediately, we are suspending the limit on heating system and water heater expenditures during the 3-year ARRA period.  With the increase in furnace contractor labor costs as a result of the Department of Labor’s prevailing rate determinations, we are concerned that some agencies might have to request waivers on most furnaces and water heaters that need replacement.  Rather than increasing the expenditure limits, we decided to temporarily suspend them.  The total house expenditure limit of $10,000 remains a requirement.

Landlord Requirement

The change to this requirement was effective April 1, 2009 and was described in Program Notice 09-01.  However, a clarification to the change was emailed to agencies on April 14, 2009.  The change is being re-stated in this notice to include the clarification.

The requirement that landlords must repair or replace unsafe heating systems and water heaters in eligible rental units before weatherization is provided is suspended during the 3-year ARRA period.  Program funds may be used to repair or replace unsafe heating systems and water heaters in rental units where the heating system services no more than two (2) units.  The waiver is effective April 1, 2009 through the end of the ARRA period.  The waiver is an attempt to make more rental units available for weatherization services.  This is not a waiver of the landlord approval/agreement requirement.  Agencies must still obtain landlord approval before weatherizing rental units.  To make this change easier to administer, we are waiving the requirement involving all sources of weatherization funding, not just ARRA funds, during this period.  
A revised Landlord Agreement was sent to you and is on the website.  The revised Landlord Agreement should be used in those cases where a heating system needs to be repaired or replaced and the system services no more than two (2) units.  For systems that service more than two (2) units, the requirement that landlords pay for the replacement or repair remains unchanged.  In those cases, the regular Landlord Agreement needs to be used.
Photo Documentation of LSW

Agencies must ensure their crews and/or contractors are following lead safe work practices.  Because it is impossible to physically be at every house when lead paint might be disturbed to ensure lead safe work practices 
are being followed, we are requiring that crews and contractors take photos of the lead safe work practice
procedures they are following.  This is particularly important when wall insulation is being installed and when windows and doors are being repaired or replaced.  The photos must be stored on a CD or printed and kept in the house file.   This will serve as documentation to DOE or the Iowa Department of Public Health that lead safe work practices are being followed by the agencies’ crews and contractors. 

WAMS Users

The use of “Miscellaneous” sequence numbers in WAMS has become a problem recently.  Many agencies are using these categories and not identifying specific measures in the notes section.  Therefore, effective immediately, the “Miscellaneous” sequence numbers cannot be used if the total costs will exceed $100.  This includes sequence numbers 3200 Miscellaneous Insulation, 6270 and 6280 Miscellaneous Infiltration, 6300 Miscellaneous Repair, 6310 Miscellaneous Repair – Utility Funds, and 8720 Miscellaneous Health & Safety Repair.  Measures will be broken out and reported in individual sequence numbers rather than lumped together in the “miscellaneous” categories.  

If there is an unusual measure not identified with a sequence number, and the cost will exceed $100, agencies need to contact the state office for approval to report the expense as miscellaneous.  

All measures reported as miscellaneous must identify the materials installed in the notes section, even if below the $100 limit.

Please contact us if you have questions regarding any of this.

Cc:  Exec. Directors

       Bureau Staff

       File
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