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All comparative data presented 
has been adjusted (most per 
100,000) in order to ensure that 
it can be compared & presented 
effectively

Please Note



Cities in the County
- Ottumwa
- Eldon
- Agency
- Blakesburg
- Kirkville
- Chilicothe



Demographics

Current Population: 35,256

Non-Hispanic White: 78.6%
Hispanic: 11.8%

Non-Hispanic Black: 3.9%
Asian: 2.1%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: 1.9%
American Indian/Alaska Native: 0.9%

50.3% male
49.7% female

11.6% speak a 
language other than 

English at home

0-18 years: 23.3%
19-64 years: 58.3%
65+ years: 18.4%



Wapello County Iowa

Children Eligible for Free & Reduced Lunch 56.6% 50.5%

Children 0-4 Receiving WIC 61.6% 25.2%

Food Insecurity 11% 7%

Limited Access to Healthy Food 23% 6%

Food Environment Index 6.2 8.6

Food (In)Security



Wapello County Iowa

Violent Crime Rates 315 282

Juvenile Arrests 59 37

Broadband Access 79% 85%

Teen Births 29 16

Community



Wapello County Iowa

Household Income $55,300 $65,600

Residents Below Poverty Level 15.5% 11.1%

Children in Poverty 18% 12%

Unemployment Rate 5.0% 4.2%

Average Home Value $89,600 $160,700

Economics





Wapello County Iowa

High School Completion 88% 93%

Bachelor's Degree or Higher 19.1% 29.7%

Reading Scores 2.6 3.1

Math Scores 2.7 3.1

School Funding Adequacy $553 $1,562

Education





Wapello County Iowa

Primary Care Providers 1:1,840 1:1,360

Adult Diabetes Rate 11% 9%

Adult Obesity Rate 40% 37%

Physical Inactivity Rate 27% 23%

Poor Physical Health Days 3.4 2.8

Uninsured 8.1% 5.8%

Health







Wapello 
County Iowa

2 Year Old 67.8% 70.9%

Adolescent 73.7% 71.3%

Complete HPV Series 40% 45.7%

Flu 
(2022-2023) 28.9% 37.0%

COVID 
(Fully Vaccinated) 51.3% 60.2%

Immunizations
Wapello County Iowa
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Wapello County Iowa

Preventable Hospital Stays 3,037 2,400

Total Cardiovascular Disease 57.9 33.9

Heart Attack 41.2 6.5

Heart Failure 15.9 11.6

Stroke Death Rate 74.0 62.8

Hospitalizations



Wapello 
County

Iowa

Chlamydia 698 495

Gonorrhea 272 203

Cancer 538 491

Hepatitis 57 35

Disease Prevalence
Wapello County Iowa
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Tuberculosis Cases by County of Residence
Iowa, 2022 

Total Cases: 60

Source: Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, TB Control 
Program



Communicable 
Diseases
*percent of population infected 
in the past year

Wapello County Iowa
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Wapello County Iowa

Infant Mortality 8 5

Child Mortality 50 50

Premature Deaths 450 340

Years of Potential Life Lost 8,700 6,500

Motor Vehicle Crash Deaths 14 11

Driving Deaths with Alcohol Involvement 18% 27%

Drug Overdose Deaths 17 11

Life Expectancy 75.5 78.7

Deaths





2023 
Community 
Health 
Assessment 
survey

Non-Hispanic White: 93.2%
Hispanic: 6.7%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: 1.7%

Female: 88.7%
Male: 11.3%

20-44: 41.9%
45-64: 53.2%
65-84: 4.8%

62 total 

respondents

$0-9,999: 1.6%
$10,000-24,999: 6.5%

$25,000-49,999: 12.9%
$50,000-74,999: 16.1%
$75,000-99,999: 22.6%

$100,000-124,999: 25.8%
more than $125,000: 14.5%

some high school, no diploma: 1.6%
high school diploma/GED: 9.7%
some college, no degree: 12.9%

technical program/certification: 4.8%
2 year degree: 19.4%
4 year degree: 29.0%

graduate/professional degree: 22.6%



Mental Health/Substance Abuse

40 of 60 respondents listed mental 
health as one of the most important 

concerns where they live

12 of 51 respondents listed mental 
health/counseling services as difficult for 

them to access/get

45 of 60 respondents reported seeking out 
mental health services in the past year

in the past 30 days, respondents 
reported experiencing stress:

not at all: 1.6%
a little bit: 21%

somewhat: 22.6%
quite a bit: 38.7%
very much: 16.1%

respondents reported visiting a 
counselor, therapist, or psychiatrist:

never: 33.9%
in the past year: 33.9%

1-2 years ago: 3.2%
3-5 years ago:14.5%

don't remember: 14.5%

respondents reported having a drink 
containing alcohol:

never: 26.2%
monthly or less: 39.3%

2-4 times per week: 13.1%
once per week: 4.9%

2-3 times per week: 13.1%
4+ times per week: 3.3%
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2 respondents reported binging on 
alcohol in the past 30 days

9 respondents reported using tobacco in 
the past 30 days

2 respondents reported using marijuana 
in the past 30 days 

1 respondent reported using drugs such 
as cocaine, heroin, LSD or ecstasy in the 

past 30 days



Housing

36 of 60 respondents listed housing 
quality and affordability as one of the 

most important concerns where they live
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3 respondents reported being unable to 
access utilities in the past year when it 

was needed
5 respondents reported being unable to 

get or access housing in the past year 
when it was needed

respondents over the age of 65 reported on whether 
housing is attainable/affordable

somewhat: 66.7%
no: 33.3%

feel safe in their neighborhood/community: 59.7%
feel somewhat safe in their 

neighborhood/community: 35.5%
do not feel safe in their neighborhood/community: 

4.8%



Nutrition 
60 

40 

20 

0 

did not have fruits or vegetables in the past 
week: 6.5%

had fruits or vegetables 1-3 times in the past 
week: 41.9%

had fruits or vegetables 4-6 times in the past 
week: 22.6%

had fruits or vegetables 1-2 times per day in 
the past week: 25.8%

had fruits or vegetables 3+ times per day in 
the past week: 3.2%

3 out of 18 respondents reported being 
unable to get food when it was needed in the 

past year



Resources

• County Health Rankings
• CDC
• IDPH

⚬ Immunization Report
⚬ Tracking Portal

• US Census
• Resilient Communities (Wapello County)
• Ottumwa Community School District
• Department of Education
• Kids Count Data Center
• Iowa Data Center
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Wapello County 
Health 

Improvement 
Plan



Mental Health/Substance Abuse

• Goal: Public general awareness of mental 
health/substance abuse, access points for 
mental health/substance abuse and self care.  

• Objective: Reduce the Poor Physical Health 
Days for Wapello County from 3.4 to 3.0 by 
December 31, 2027



• Strategies:  Develop a one page reference 
guide(include other languages) to be available for 
schools during  parent nights, transition fairs and 
all community events.

• Promote mental health/substance abuse 
screenings by primary care 
practitioners/pediatricians during wellness 
exams.  

• Promote community to touch base with friends 
and family.



• Promote positive messages on social media.  



Housing and Homelessness
• Goal:  Improve housing quality and 

affordability
• Objective:  Increase the number of  quality 

and affordable housing for new comers by 2% 
December 31, 2027.



• Strategies: Educate the community through 
forum’s, and speakers at local conferences.

• Initiate a referral network.  (One Stop Shop).
• Survey the homeless population for data 

needs. 
• Initiate support for Wapello County employers 

that assist in providing housing with 
subsidized rent and child care.  



• Public Health will promote safe and affordable 
housing for all residents of Wapello County.  







Child Care

• Goals:  Increase the number of quality child 
care programs.

• Objective:  Increase the Level Quality Rating 
and Improvement System (QRIS)) for 
registered child developmental homes to level 
2 to 45% in Wapello County by December 31, 
2025 



• Strategies:  Advocate to reduce the process to 
open an In-Home daycare. (Keep the quality)

• Develop a resource list for providers
• Advocate for more incentives for wages and 

benefits for daycare employees
• Advocate local businesses to have buy in and 

partner to promote and sustain child care 
centers.  

• Advocate for Tuition assistance from a variety of 
resources.  



CHA-CHIP Availability

• This report will be available on Wapello 
County Public Health website. 
www.wapellocounty.org

• The report has been shared with the Wapello 
County Healthy Community Group.  (This is 
the group that developed the CHIP on 
September 6).  

• The report is available upon request from any 
community member. 


