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Income Guidelines 

Policy 
 

USDA Federal Regulations: (d) Income criteria and income eligibility determinations. The 
State agency shall establish, and provide local agencies with, income guidelines, definitions, and 
procedures to be used in determining an applicant's income eligibility for the Program. 
(1) Income eligibility guidelines. The State agency may prescribe income guidelines either 
equaling the income guidelines established under section 9 of the National School Lunch Act for 
reduced-price school meals or identical to State or local guidelines for free or reduced-price 
health care. However, in conforming Program income guidelines to health care guidelines, the 
State agency shall not establish Program guidelines which exceed the guidelines for 
reduced-price school meals or are less than 100 percent of the revised poverty income guidelines 
issued annually by the Department of Health and Human Services. Program applicants who meet 
the requirements established by paragraph (d)(2)(vi)(A) of this section shall not be subject to the 
income limits established by State agencies under this paragraph. 

 
(ii) Annual adjustments in the income guidelines. On or before June 1 each year, FNS will 

announce adjustments in the income guidelines for reduced-price meals under section 9 of the 
National School Lunch Act, based on annual adjustments in the revised poverty income 
guidelines issued by the Department of Health and Human Services. 

(iii) Implementation of the income guidelines. On or before July 1 each year, each State 
agency shall announce and transmit to each local agency the State agency's family size income 
guidelines, unless changes in the poverty income guidelines issued by the Department of Health 
and Human Services do not necessitate changes in the State or local agency's income guidelines. 
The State agency may implement revised guidelines concurrently with the implementation of 
income guidelines under the Medicaid program established under Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 of et seq.). The State agency shall ensure that conforming 
adjustments are made, if necessary, in local agency income guidelines. The local agency shall 
implement (revised) guidelines not later than July 1 of each year for which such guidelines are 
issued by the State. 

 
(2) Income eligibility determinations. The State agency shall ensure that local agencies 
determine income through the use of a clear and simple application form provided or approved 
by the State agency. 

 
Authority 

7 CFR Part 246.7(d)(1) 
7 CFR Part 246.7(d)(1)(ii-iii) 
7 CFR Part 246.7(d)(2) 
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Procedures 

Applicants for the WIC Program must meet income eligibility criteria based on 185 percent of 
the current Federal Poverty Income Guidelines. 

Local agency staff shall apply the following income guidelines effective July 1, 2023 through 
June 30, 2024. Applicants with a gross income less than and including the amounts listed are 
income eligible for WIC services. 

 

Household Size Annual 
Income 

Monthly 
Income 

Twice 
Monthly 
Income 

Bi-Weekly 
Income 

Weekly 
Income 

1 $26,973 $2,248 $1,124 $1,038 $519 
2 $36,482 $3,041 $1,521 $1,404 $702 
3 $45,991 $3,833 $1,917 $1,769 $885 
4 $55,500 $4,625 $2,313 $2,135 $1,068 
5 $65,009 $5,418 $2,709 $2,501 $1,251 
6 $74,518 $6,210 $3,105 $2,867 $1,434 
7 $84,027 $7,003 $3,502 $3,232 $1,616 
8 $93,536 $7,795 $3,898 $3,598 $1,799 
9 $103,045 $8,588 $4,294 $3,964 $1,982 

10 $112,554 $9,380 $4,690 $4,329 $2,165 
11 $122,063 $10,172 $5,086 $4,695 $2,348 
12 $131,572 $10,965 $5,483 $5,061 $2,531 
13 $141,081 $11,757 $5,879 $5,427 $2,714 
14 $150,590 $12,550 $6,275 $5,792 $2,896 
15 $160,099 $13,342 $6,671 $6,158 $3,079 
16 $169,608 $14,134 $7,067 $6,524 $3,262 

Each add'l 
family member 

add: 
+ $9,509 + $793 + $397 + $366 + $183 

 
Best Practices 

Whenever possible, complete a single income determination. In general, an applicant who is 
income-eligible for WIC will also be eligible for Maternal Health and Child Health services at no 
fee. 
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