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Open Session Meeting Minutes
IOWA BOARD OF PHYSICAL & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

September 10, 2021
Lucas State Office Building, 5th Floor Conference Room #526

Des Moines, IA

 Electronic Meeting: Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Board Office will not be hosting in-person 
attendees. Interested members of the public were invited to join virtually by Zoom.

1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m.      

Roll Call/Introductions
Members Present 
Holly Little, OT
Jeramy Kuhn, PT 
Stephanie Kelsick, PT
Melinda Shetler, OT
Robert Palmer, Public Member
Rachel Judisch, Public Member
Steve Cassabaum, PT

Members Absent
None

Staff Present
Steve Garrison, Bureau Chief
Laura Steffensmeier, AAG
Venus Vendoures Walsh, Board 
Executive
Beth Jorgenson, Discipline Coordinator
Vicky Winter-Clearman, Assistant to 
Board Administration  

Guests Present
Scott Kleinschmidt, licensee
Kristen Neville, State Affairs Manager, 
AOTA

2. Approval of Open Session Meeting Minutes
a. June 11, 2021
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Kuhn moved the Board approve the open session meeting minutes of June 11, 
2021 as amended.  A second was received by Palmer.  All ayes, nays none, 
motion carried. 

3. Reports
Board Executive Report

a. Board Executive Report, Venus Vendoures Walsh stated there are 1,940 
currently 1,940 active licensed occupational therapists, 1,581 inactive 
licensed occupational therapists, 861 active licensed occupational therapist 
assistants, 675 inactive licensed occupational therapy assistants, 3,729 active 
physical therapists, 3,300 inactive physical therapists and 1,840 active 
licensed physical therapist assistants, with 959 inactive licensed physical 
therapy assistants. 

Vendoures Walsh stated the Federation will offer their October Assembly 
virtually.  She said Board Executives are offered training at the end of this 
month.

Kuhn stated as the Federation delegate he has attended virtual trainings, 
which are offered to all members of the Board. He spoke on a re-entry to 
practice study as well as suspension of licensure and documented decline in 
practice skills.  

Vendoures Walsh noted the training documents are available in the Board 
meeting materials.

Board Chair Report
There was no report made. 

Bureau Chief Report
Bureau Chief Garrison announced the hiring of Maureen Barton as the 
Bureau’s investigator.  He noted the members of all Boards have been 
provided a survey to address training and website development. 

New Business
Update on the Governor’s Proclamation Provisions Impacting the Board
Vendoures Walsh updated the Board on the licensure process during the Governor’s 
proclamation.  She noted new licenses are no longer issued without completion of the 
FBI background check.  Vendoures Walsh said there are currently 46 licensees whose 
licenses have been encumbered for return of the completed fingerprint cards.  She 
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noted a reminder was provided to the affected licensees.  Vendoures Walsh said the 
affected licensees will no longer have an active license in Iowa and will be required to 
apply for license reactivation prior to practicing in Iowa. 

In response to Kelsick’s inquiry, Vendoures Walsh emphasized no further extension is 
provided for licensees whose license was issued during the Governor’s proclamation.

In response to Little’ s inquiry, Vendoures Walsh said typical license issuance 
timeframes are approximately 8 weeks  to allow for completion of the background 
check.  

In response to Kuhn’s inquiry, Vendoures Walsh noted the breakdown of 46 licensees is 
not separated into physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. She noted 
additional updates were sent weekly via email each Thursday.
AAG Steffensmeier noted the names of licensees who are affected by the Governor’s 
proclamation is public information.  

Vendoures Walsh said the list of licensees will be made public on the Board’s webpage 
as well as made available to the Federation. 

AAG Steffensmeier noted licensees whose license was not renewed during March of 
2020 through the expiration of the Governor’s proclamation have until September 23, 
2021 to renew their license without reactivating the license. . 

Vendoures Walsh read from a licensee email for a licensee whose license expired in 
August 15, 2020.  She stated the licensee lost her employment as her license was not 
renewed during the Governor’s proclamation and instead renewed more than a month 
after the grace period.  She stated a verification letter is available upon request from the 
Bureau will verify no lapse in licensure.  Vendoures Walsh said the date on the renewal 
wallet card is the date of the license renewal.  

Bureau Chief Garrison noted the employer’s policy was that of license renewal 
regardless of the provisions of the Governor’s proclamation. 

In response to Kuhn’s inquiry, AAG Steffensmeier noted as of September 24, 2021 
licensees who did not renew their license during the Governor’s proclamation will have 
an inactive license.  She stated the date the license becomes inactive is September 24, 
2021, rather than the date the license would have expired without the Governor’s 
proclamation. 
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Bureau Chief Garrison noted licensees whose license becomes inactive are required to 
follow the Board’s administrative rules for license reactivation.

AAG Steffensmeier noted any other provisions affecting practice during the Governor’s 
proclamation have since expired. 

Discussion of whether dry needling is within the scope of practice for occupational 
therapists

Kuhn spoke on the committee formed with himself, Little and Judisch.  

He noted the profession’s practice act is silent on the practice and the practice of dry 
needling is not defined in the profession’s enabling statute or administrative rules.  Kuhn 
stated there exists a previous reference to June 2012 when the Board took an informal 
position on the inquiry noting the practice is neither permitted nor prohibited by the 
profession’s enabling statute or administrative rules. He noted the AOTA 
recommendation is for additional training to competently practice dry needling, however 
there is no entry level training recommendation for the practice of dry needling within 
the profession. 

Ms. Kristen Neville spoke on the AOTA timeline and the AOTA’s 2017 statement.  She 
noted in 2020 the AOTA Representative Assembly was tasked with forming a practice 
group to determine whether the practice of dry needling is permitted within the scope of 
practice of the profession.  Ms. Neville said the 2020 Representative Assembly 
response was for further information.  She noted the Representative Assembly will meet 
again this fall and it is hoped a response will be made available at that time. 

Ms. Kristen Neville stated in reassurance to the Board limiting the practice to only 
occupational therapist is in alignment with several other states as well. 

AAG Steffensmeier noted the Board’s declaratory ruling for physical therapy dry 
needling was limited to only that of physical therapists.

 (requires Laura’s review):
Board consensus is to informally respond to the inquiry noting the scope of practice of 
the profession permits dry needling provided the practitioner obtains the required 
additional training to practice proficiently as the Board continues to evaluate the 
profession’s scope of practice. 

6. Public Comment - None
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There was no additional public comment. 

7. Closed Session
a. Review Closed Session Minutes [21.5(1)(a)] 

i. June 11, 2021
b. Complaints and investigative information [21.5(1)(d)] 

A motion was made by Palmer  to enter into closed session at 10:37 a.m. to 
discuss whether to initiate licensee disciplinary investigations or proceedings as 
allowed under Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(d) and to discuss records that are 
required to be kept confidential as allowed under Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(a).  
A second was made by Cassabaum.  Roll call was taken:  Little – Aye, Kuhn – 
Aye, Kelsick – Aye, Cassabaum – Aye,  Shetler - Aye, Judisch – Aye, and 
Palmer – Aye.  Motion carried.  

The Board returned to open session at 12:20 p.m. 

8.  Return to Open Session
a.  Vote on any items discussed in closed session requiring final action. 
b. Vote to approve Closed Session Minutes
c. June 11, 2021

Kuhn moved the Board approve the closed session meeting minutes of June 11, 
2021 as presented.  A second was received by Little.   All ayes, nays none, 
motion carried. 

Judisch moved the Board close 21-0165.  A second was received by Palmer. 
Recused, Little, all other ayes, nays none, motion carried. 

Judisch moved the Board close 21-028.  A second was received by Shetler. 
Recused Kuhn, all other ayes, nays none, motion carried. 

Kuhn moved the Board close 21-0093, 21-0037 and 21-0181.  A second was 
received by Shelter.  All ayes, nays none, motion carried. 

9. Future Board Meetings
b. December 10, 2021

10. Adjournment
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Judisch moved to adjourn the meeting.  A second was received by Shetler. All 
ayes, nays none.  The meeting adjourned unanimously at 12:24 p.m.


